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Message Text 


REF: (A) MOSCOW 12193, (B) STATE 136975 

1 . MAY 31 MEETING WITH FIRYUBIN BEGAN WITH CHARGE'S 
READING EMBASSY NOTE DRAWN FROM STATE 136975. 
(DEPARTMENT'S TEXT WAS USED WITHOUT ALTERATION.) CHARGE 
THEN SHOWED FIRYUBIN PHOTOGRAPHS OF TUNNEL AND CONTENTS 
OF CHIMNEY AS WELL AS COPIES OF OFFICIAL SOVIET PLANS OF 
CHANCERY INDICATING THAT CHIMNEY IS ON EMBASSY TERRITORY 
AND WAS NOT CONNECTED TO ADJACENT SOVIET BUILDING, AND 
THAT AT LEAST SEVEN METERS OF TUNNEL USED IS ON EMBASSY 
PROPERTY. CHARGE CONCLUDED INITIAL PRESENTATION WITH ORAL 
COMMENT PER PARAGRAPH 3 OF STATE 136975. 


2. FIRYUBIN RESPONDED THAT HE WAS NOT INTERESTED IN 
EMBASSY'S PHOTOGRAPHS, AND THAT. AS HE HAD POINTED OUT ON 
MAY 28, ESSENTIAL PROBLEM WAS EMBASSY’S IMPROPER 
DESTRUCTION OF STRUCTURE WHICH WAS NOT PART OF EMBASSY 
PROPERTY. HE THEN LAUNCHED INTO LENGTHY ARGUMENT THAT 
PLANS HE HAD - INDICATING THAT THE CHIMNEY WAS NOT PART OF 
THE EMBASSY'S PROPERTY - WERE COPIES OF THOSE ATTACHED 
THE ORIGINAL LEASE AT TIME BUILDING WAS TURNED OVER TO 
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EMBASSY, AND HIS PLANS HAD OVERRIDING VALIDITY BECAUSE 
THEY WERE FLOOR PLANS AS OPPOSED TO EMBASSY'S "GROUND 1 ' 
PLANS. 


3. CHARGE RESPONDED WITH TALKING POINTS PROVIDED IN 
PARA 4, STATE 136975, INCLUDING CHARACTERIZATION OF SOVIET 
DEMARCHE AS ABSURD. FIRYUBIN RESPONDED IN EMOTIONAL TERMS 
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THAT HE WAS PERSONALLY INSULTED AT THIS CHARACTERIZATION 
OF ORAL STATEMENTS HE HAD DELIVERED. HE THEN ATTEMPTED 
TO DEFLECT FOCUS OF MEETING AWAY FROM SUBSTANCE OF EMBASSY 
NOTE, TO DISCUSSION OF ETIQUETTE OF DIPLOMATIC DISCOURSE. 
AFTER EXHAUSTING THIS PLOY. FIRYUBIN RESUMED THE DEFENSIVE 
POSITION HE HAD ATTEMPTED TO ESTABLISH IN HIS ORAL STATE- 
MENT OF MAY 28: THE EMBASSY VIOLATED ARTICLE 13 OF THE 
LEASE AGREEMENT BY DESTROYING THE WALL OF THE VENTILATION 
PIPE. 

4. FIRYUBIN ADDED THAT WHAT MAY HAVE BEEN IN THE CHIMNEY WAS 
NONE OF THE EMBASSY'S BUSINESS, AND THAT THE ''TUNNEL" WAS 
REALLY A FLUE (DYMOKHOD), AN ENGINEERING FEATURE COMMON 
TO ALL SUCH SMOKE-STACKS. THE FACT THAT THE FLUE RAN UNDER 
EMBASSY PROPERTY WAS INSIGNIFICANT - AFTER ALL, HE SAID, 

THE MOSCOW METRO RUNS UNDER MANY FOREIGN EMBASSIES. 

5. MEETING ENDED WITH CHARGE REITERATING USG POSITION AND 
PROTEST AS ELABORATED IN THE EMBASSY'S NOTE, AND WITH 
FIRYUBIN STUBBORNLY ASSERTING THAT NOTE INCORRECTLY 
INTERPRETED FACTS, WHICH SIMPLY WERE THAT EMBASSY ILLEGALLY 
DESTROYED STRUCTURE NOT CONNECTED WITH EMBASSY BUILDING. 
CHARGE NOTED THAT WHILE THE MFA MAY HAVE BEEN PROVIDED 
WITH INCORRECT INFORMATION ABOUT THE MATTER UNDER 
DISCUSSION, THE EFFECT OF THE MFA'S PERSISTING IN FALSE 
ASSERTIONS COULD ONLY EXACERBATE A PROBLEM WHICH THE 
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USG ALREADY VIEWED AS EXTREMELY SERIOUS. MATLOCK. 
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